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          Welcome to Big Bethel AME Church • Atlanta   
10:00AM Worship Service 

Sunday, September 17, 2023  
 

 

Worship Leader: 
Bro. Everett Jolly—Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, Class of 1981 

 

The Organ Prelude………..……………………………..……..…………………………….…Bro. Kelvin Thompson  

 
The Doxology………..………………..………………………….……………………….………….A.M.E. Hymn No. 647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye  heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Call to Worship                                                                                                         (Psalm 138:1-6 NRSV) 

 
Leader: O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
  
People: You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 
  
Leader: You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 
   
People: Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 
  
Leader: You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
  
ALL: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
 
 

The Hymn of Praise………………………...…Sis. Opal Knowlton—Morris Brown College, Class of 1993 

 

 AME Hymn #450– Blessed Assurance 

 

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of salvation, purchase 
of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

 
       Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long; This is my story, this  
                      is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long.   
 
2.    Perfect submission, perfect delight, Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; Angels, descending,  
       bring from above Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
  
3.    Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest, Watching and waiting, looking  
       above, Filled with His goodness, lost in His love 

 
The Invocation                                                                   Bro. William Davis—Howard University, Class of 1969 
 
 

The Worship Through Music……………..…..…………………………….……………….........Big Bethel Chorale 

 

Christian Ed  Month 
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The Responsive Scripture …………..….…...………….…..Sis. Paige Thomas—Spelman College, Class of 2025 

 

Psalm 103: 8-13 

 

Leader:  8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

  

People:   9 He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
  

Leader: 10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our  iniquities. 
  
People:  11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
  

Leader:12 as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. 

  

ALL:     13 As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for  those who fear him. 

The Preface to the Decalogue……………………………...………………………….…………...…...AME Hymn #69 
From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise;  

let the Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue. 
 

The Summary of the Decalogue…………………….Bro. McMillion Camp—Morehouse College, Class of 2025 
 

And He said to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your Soul, and with all 
your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it. You shall love your neigh-

bor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.  
 

The Gloria Patri………...…………………………………………….……………………………….…....AME Hymn #627 

The Welcome to Big Bethel………...………………………………………….…………..…The Philippian Ministry 
 
The Big Bethel Ministry Moment                                                                              Christian Education Dept. 
 
The  Worship Through Creative Expression                                                   Signs of Praise Mime Ministry 
 
 

The Introduction of the Speaker……….…………..Pastor John Foster —Tuskegee University, Class of 1979 
 

The Worship Through Music………………….....................................................................…Big Bethel Chorale 

 

The Message……………………………………………………….George T. French, Jr., Ph.D.,  
                                                                                                    President, Clark Atlanta University 
                                                                                                                                                                          
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship………………………………………………….Rev. Andrea Lewis, Ph.D., 
                                                                                                                                    Spelman College, Class of 1996 

 

The Stewardship Appeal 
 
 

The Worship In Giving: Tithes & offering…….Sis. Tanyika Black —Alabama State University, Class of 1997 

 

The Choral Response 

              All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee.  Amen 

 

 
 

 

The Benediction                                                                                                     Pastor John Foster 
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Sixteenth Sunday 
after  Pentecost 

First reading Psalm Second  

reading 

Gospel 

September 17, 

2023 

Exodus 14:19-31   

Psalm 114   or  Exodus 
15:1b-11, 20-21 

Genesis 50:15-21  

Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 
Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 
18:21-35 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our prayers and calls. 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Bro. Horace Ford (770) 478-3013 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Bro. Don Stewart  (678) 289-2579 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

 

**Visitors may register their attendance online on the Big Bethel Guest  
Registration Form.   Thank You for worshipping with us and  

feel free to come again!!!! 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=159
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=159
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=159
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=159
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=159
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=159
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=159
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 Longest sitting HBCU President in the nation 

 Vice Chair of the Board of the UNCF 

 Chair of the Presidents of the UNCF 

 International leader within the art of fundraising, having raised funds of over $160   
million for Miles College where he served as President for over 15 years, and          
generated over $300 million since being President of Clark Atlanta University (CAU) 

 Proficiently motivate a stellar and top performing team of 736 faculty and staff  with 
a budget exceeding $130 million 

 Served three (3) secretaries of education, under two United States presidents, as a 
congressional appointee to the National Advisory Committee on Institutional    
Quality and Integrity (NACIQI) 

 A three-term board member for the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools’ 
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) and Chair of the Atlanta University Center 
(Clark Atlanta University, Morehouse College, Spelman College, and Morehouse 
School of Medicine,) Council of Presidents 

 Charter member of Regent’s Bank National Diversity Board 

George T. French, Jr., Ph.D.  
President, Clark Atlanta University 
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